PRESS RELEASE

Aiko Miyawaki. Sculpture 1966-1969

under the patronage of
the Consulate General of Japan in Milan

Consolato .
Generale

del Giappone

WMi[ano

Opening November 14 2024

The Studio Gariboldi gallery presents the solo exhibition of Japanese artist Aiko Miyawaki
Sculpture 1966-1969, a display featuring a core collection of brass sculptures in various
sizes, assembled and placed on bases.

The exhibited works are precious objects, treasure chests of light, solid structures that
capture and reflect the miracles of color in the world. They are characterized by the
innovative use of small brass tubes (profiles), industrial materials that Miyawaki discovered
and began to use during her stay in Tokyo in the 1960s. Aiko was fascinated by the
reflections created by light filtering through the tubes, which appeared violet in the early
morning, red in the evening, and displayed hundreds of other shades throughout the day
depending on their spatial positioning, like in a kaleidoscope. Some sculptures feature
small holes through which viewers can intimately observe the world, while others point
towards the sky with polished peaks. Each of these works is capable of creating new
interactions with the public, inviting the viewer to a fresh interpretation of the environment.

“My brass sculptures are about the fleeting refraction and reflection of light on a surface,
the visual repetition of forms, and invisibility. (...) My work is subtle. Time, space, and light...
these are the concepts that obsess me.” - Aiko Miyawaki, Documents: A Pictorial
Autobiography (1992)

Elegant, symbolically powerful, and unique in the art scene of the 1960s, Miyawaki’s works
were quickly recognized. In 1967, a brass sculpture was included in a major international
exhibition at the Guggenheim Museum, winning the Guggenheim's Purchase Award and
becoming part of its permanent collection.

During Aiko Miyawaki’s solo show, Studio Gariboldi will organize immersive experiences to
offer the public different ways to interpret the exhibition. On the opening day, at 5:00 PM,
writers Francesca Scotti and Sebastiano Mondadori will be present at the gallery.

November 15, 2024, to January 28, 2025
Mon-Fri 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM / 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM
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